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Starter Pack for Healthy 
Chickens and Poultry

• 500mls of Poultry Shield for eradicating Red Mites.
• 300gms Poultrynz D.E. for Red Mites and Lice.
• 125mls Poultry Leg Spray for keeping your bird’s 

legs free of mites.

Only 
$36

Courier not included
poultrynz@xtra.co.nz
Available July 2022

Product Quantity Unit Price
Courier
Postage

Rural 
Delivery

Poultry Shield 1 Litre $30.00 $10.00  $20.00 

5 Litre $100.00 $15.00 $25.00 

Poultrynz DE
 (Diatomaceous Earth) 

300gm puffer  $16.00 $10.00 $20.00 

Poultrynz DE 1kg  $20.00 $10.00 $20.00 

Poultrynz DE 2kg  $35.00 $10.00 $20.00 

Poultrynz DE 4kg  $70.00 $15.00 $25.00 

Poultrynz DE 8kg  $120.00 $15.00 $25.00 

Poultry Leg Spray 500ml $20.00 $10.00 $20.00 

Poultry Leg Spray 125ml $9.00 $5.00 $12.00 

Epsom Salts 4kg $15.00 $10.00 $20.00

Combo’s

1 litre Poultry Shield + 300gm D.E. $40.00 $10.00 $20.00 

1L Poultry Shield + 300gm D.E. + 
500ml Leg Spray

$56.00 $10.00 $20.00 

5 litres Poultry Shield + 4kg DE $150.00 $15.00 $25.00 

Starter Pack   500ml Poultry Shield, 
Poultrynz DE 300gm, 125ml Leg spray

$36.00 $10.00 $20.00

POULTRYNZ Products

To purchase POULTRYNZ products email poultrynz@xtra.co.nz

Poultrynz Editorial
I have never tried breeding 
twice a year to get “2 
years in 1”. So I thought 
I would give it a go. The 
hen was laying and the 
young cockerel was 4½ to 
5 months old. I sat 8 eggs 
and got 7 chicks and I only 
put 5 eggs under another 
broody only because the 
hen stopped laying. There 
are 4 fertile out of the 5 
eggs sat. As a project it 
is going to be fun to see 
how they go. They should 
be good enough to 

breed from in the Spring. 
I was quite disappointed 
with the youngster I 
bred this season as they 
were a bit long in the 
legs for Orpingtons but 
to my dismay as these 
pullets are approaching 
maturity they are 
certainly developing into 
Orpington type. Just goes 
to show you can’t be too 
hasty.
Until next issue.  
Regards, Ian Selby.

It’s live!
All the advertisements that have an  
underline under the email       address 

or url are hyperlinks. 

Clicking the link will open your email 
with the Poultrynz destination in 

the recipient box.
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POULTRYNZ 
COMBO’S

SMALL COMBO
1litre of Poultry Shield
+ 300g Poultrynz D.E.

$40
Save $6

TRIPLE COMBO
1litre of Poultry Shield
300g Poultrynz D.E.

 500ml Poultry Leg Spray
$56

Save $10

LARGE COMBO
5L of Poultry Shield
4 kg Poultrynz D.E.

$150
Save $20

Courier not included
poultrynz@xtra.co.nz Available July 2022

• In a large bowl, combine the grated courgettes, onion, 
mint leaves, flour and feta.

• Whisk together the eggs, milk and seasoning.
• Gently fold the two mixtures together and set aside the 

batter for 10 minutes.
• Heat a frying pan and spray lightly with the olive oil. Add 

large spoonfuls of the fritter mixture and cook them in 
batches for 1-2 minutes each side until they are golden, 
puffed and cooked through. Place the fritters on kitchen 
towels to drain and keep warm while you are cooking.

• Combine the ingredients for the salsa and season to 
taste.

• Serve the fritters warm with salsa and a swirl of basil oil.

MINT & COURGETTE FRITTERS 
WITH HERB & AVOCADO 

SALSA

METHOD

INGREDIENTS
Makes 12 fritters
1 cup grated courgetttes
1 red onion, finely sliced
¼ cup shredded mint leaves
1 cup self-raising flour
½ cup crumbled feta
2 eggs
¾ cup milk
sea salt and cracked pepper
olive oil spray
basil oil to serve
Avocado Salsa
I large, ripe avocado, flesh diced
I lemon, juice and zest
2 tablespoons sweet chilli sauce
purple and green basil, leaves, shredded
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Following a period of great activity in which the 
pullet or hen, ever seeking to reproduce her 

kind, has laid her share of eggs, her vital energies 
become exhausted and she seeks a period of rest 
and relaxation, as well as recuperation. The poultry 
keeper is naturally anxious to shorten the moulting 
season, so that eggs will again be produced quickly 
and copiously. Any attempt to cheat nature at the 
expense of vitality of the bird is, however, dangerous.

The ancestor of the modern hen in the jungles of 
the Orient had to straggle for its existence against 
enemies, and it seems a wise precaution of nature 
to see the fowl changed her feather coat gradually, 
thus always being able to use it as a means of escape. 
The first feathers are always shed on the neck, then 
follows the breast, then the body finally the tail and 
last the wing feathers.

The Autumn moult of hens and yearling pullets is 
almost invariably a so called complete moult, that 
is, the entire plumage is gradually changed in the 
named order above. Early hatched pullets in the 
Autumn and hens in Spring sometime undergo 
what is known as a partial moult, not changing 
wing and tail feathers and is spoken of as a neck 

moult.
Investigations have proved that the average bird 

requires 94 days for the moult, the length of moult 
period usually increasing with the age of the bird. 
The length of the moulting period depends to a 
large extent upon the time when the moult starts. 
The bird that commences to moult early will moult 
longer than the bird that sheds its feathers later in 
the season. Generally speaking, all birds complete 
the moult round the same time, regardless of the 
time when the moult is commenced. To put it in 
other words; Nature designed the hen to reproduce 
her kind in early Spring. That means every hen, 
whether she started to moult in December or May, 
has to lay eggs in the Spring.
Moulting Inherited Tendency

The natural moult is an inherited, tendency, like 
for instance the ability to produce eggs in large 
numbers. Hens vary individually, and a great deal 
in their inherited moulting tendencies. No amount 
of care and no feeding method can make a shorter 
moulter out of a bird which is a long moult by 
inheritance. On the other hand, you will never know 

WHY AND HOW A HEN 
MOULTS

Hens showing different stages of moultingFrom the Australian Poultry World 1945
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By R. Sturgeon

Ideal book for beginners. 
A5 size, 42 pages, 6 in 
colour

A Guide To 
Poultry Breeding 

$20
postage $4.50

Only from: poultrynz@xtra.co.nz

how late and quick your birds 
can moult unless you use the 
best feed and the best methods.

Conversely, poor feeds and 
wrong feeding methods may 
considerably prolong the 
moulting period.

In the past it has been generally 
believed that the function of the 
oil gland or grease box near the 
base of the tail, from which the 
bird greases its plumage - using 
the beak for that purpose - was 
intimately and directly related 
to the moult. According to this 
theory, which lacks experimental 
support, the oil gland did not 
function properly during the hot 
weather; the oil, was produced 
only sparingly and the hot sun 
oxidised the fat in the gland 
and on the feathers, against water, heat and cold, 
which in turn affected the bird’s condition and 
temperature, ushering in the moult.

Investigations have shown that certain glands, 
particularly the thyroid and thymus, play a very 
important role in connection with the moult, and 
males which have their thyroid glands surgically 
removed have not moulted at all. From this fact 
it would appear that the sex glands are as much a 
contributing factor to the moult and feather growth 
as the inherited characteristics responsible for the 
rapidity and intensity of feather growth. The well 
known fact that such a disturbance as frightening the 
flock at certain times of the year almost invariably 
ushers in a moult, suggests that some glands, under 
certain conditions, have to be credited with more or 
less influence in regard to the moult.

In the light of present day knowledge no specific 
drug or remedy can be recommended as promising 
control over the moult. Maintaining maximum feed 
consumption and preventing losses in body weight 
of the birds are still the most effective methods of 
delaying and shortening the moult. The old saying: 
“What makes eggs will make feathers, and what 
makes feathers will make eggs,” is well-founded 
upon facts. The quality of the protein in the diet is of 
particular importance, much more so than quantity. 
A forcing ration, that will speed up egg organs for a 
short while beyond what is natural, is not desirable, 
because such spurts will invariably be followed by 
a slump that will leave the average production for 
the year at a lower point than would otherwise be 
attained. Often such changes to a forcing ration 

will not only fail to cause the temporary spurt but 
throw the whole flock prematurely into a moult. To 
keep the feathers properly nourished and to develop 
at the same time a maximum number of eggs 
requires more animal protein and more minerals. 
These requirements should be met by increasing 

A moulting hen showing new feather growth
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the consumption of mash rather than changing the 
feed. Feeding a moist mash once or twice a day, all 
the birds will eat within thirty minutes, is the surest 
way of increasing feed consumption in general, and 
mash consumption in particular.
Fresh Air Importance

It is well known, often observed fact, that hens 
roosting in trees moult later and get over the moult 
more quickly and in better condition. As far as 
wild birds are concerned, one can hardly speak of 
a moulting period. The renewal of plumage takes 
place without any disturbance. It has also actually 
been observed that in years with a mild Autumn 
the moulting started later than in seasons with 
unfavourable Autumn weather. It will always be 
noticed that hens in adequately ventilated quarters 
will moult, as a rule remarkably late and remarkably 
quick, and best production and shortest moult will 
be found in those pens which are well ventilated, 
well lighted and where the temperature is most 
evenly distributed.

Loss in body weight is one of the sure signs 
predicting a slump in egg production and a general 
moult. Leaving out of consideration the exceptional 
hen, there comes of course, the time when all the 
outlined directions will fail to promote further 
production in the average hen and when only a 
rest period can restore the vitality necessary to 
resume production. At this time of the year, when 
the birds are on the verge of shedding their feathers 
and quitting laying, the least disturbance is apt to 
throw them into the moult. Scores of cases are on 
record where a general moult was produced almost 
overnight by an abrupt change in the ration or 
feeding method, irregular feeding or lack of water. 
Birds at that period are easily scared, and, as well, 
are extremely sensitive of their condition. Anything 
that frightens them is apt to cause digestive 
disturbances, which at this time unfailingly ushers 
in a general moult. A change in quarters, a stranger 
or a dog entering the pen are illustrations of 
disturbances that have caused moulting and are to 
be avoided.

Once a hen has started to shed her coat, it is 
profitable to help her get over the moult quickly. 
Growing feathers, keeping a partially bare body 
warm during cold or adverse weather, and building 
up their energy reserve are strenuous tasks, and 
require good feed and care. Do not neglect the 
moulting hen or skimp her feed because she is not 
producing. A mild purgative is often beneficial, 
keeping the birds in a more resilient condition.

Some moulting hens can be almost bald

EPSOM SALTS
MAGNESIUM SULPHATE

Great for the bath- 
eases tired muscles 

Ideal fertiliser for citrus, 
tomatoes and capsicums.

Preserves cut � owers.

poultrynz@xtra.co.nz
Courier not included

4kg   $15
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Fancy Fowl
Rare Breeds

Breeder Profi les
Tips and Tricks

Nutrition
Show Reports

Genetics
Health

Breeding Secrets
Backyard Breeds

Show Dates
Waterfowl

Management
Housing
Turkeys

Game Birds

Australasian Poultry is the bible for every poultry 
keeper, from backyarder to breeder.

Subscriptions available – 6 issues per year
Australia –$38, Asia/Pacifi c – $58AUD

Includes postage.

A PERFECT GIFT OR SHOW AWARD
Poultry Information Publishers, PO Box 438, Seymour, Vic 3661

Email: ozpoultrymag@gmail.com

Don’t Miss an Issue
AUSTRALASIAN POULTRY

MAGAZINE

The late J.H. Drevenstedt, one of the finest 
judges and breeders of Standard Breed fowl 

and who as editor of ‘Poultry Item’ from 1925 to 
1930, wrote some very fine articles on all phas-
es of poultry wrote the following in the January 
1926 Item “That buff colour is hard to breed is 
one or those old handed down beliefs from one 
breeder to another which some writers on poul-
try subjects accept as a truism. But the fact is that 
buff is no harder to produce than Red in Rhode 
Island Reds or bluish-gray in Barred Plymouth 
Rocks. The same will apply to breeding fine 
coloured Partridge, Columbian and Silver pen-
cilled varieties. To careless and unskilled fanciers 
all colours are hard to breed; to the skilled and 
experienced breeders of buff fowls, colour is by 
no means as hard a problem as common belief 
makes it.”
What we want to put across is an answer to those 
who have asked us about buff colour and to as-
sure them that any colour is hard or the fancier 
who does not take the time to study his birds and 
his matings and their resultant offspring. Study 
must be made by reading the Standard of Perfec-
tion and writings of colour breeding in various 
books and articles now available to the serious 

BUFF IS A HARD COLOUR 
TO BREED

Buff Leghorn Trioby Bill Zeigler USA.
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breeder. We recall that our first Buff Wyandotte 
Bantams had black in wings, tail and hackle 
but were of excellent type. By consistent record 
keeping and strict culling we were able to breed 
out the undesirable black. We still get black in 
tail (or what we call pepper) and have found it is 
a valuable fault when used wisely in the breeding 
pen but only on one side of mating. It will give a 
smooth even and lively buff colour.
It would prove beneficial to all fanciers serious 
in breeding to first study the requirements of 
colour and then read everything they can find 
on the subject. It takes time and a lot of patience 
and may prove frustrating at times, perhaps, but 
in the end success will be the reward. Stick to it. 
However, we have found many give up and jump 
to other breeds and varieties. This proves to us 
they are unskilled and lack the patience of the 
successful breeder. Their efforts will prove fruit-
less no matter what they choose to breed.
A fancier to be successful must know his variety, 
his strain and most importantly keep records of 
his matings, it is study that makes for success.

Buff Pekin Trio

Wanted 
To Buy

Illustrated Book of Poultry 
by Lewis Wright

Green cover
Please contact Ian Selby 

with Price and Condition.

poultrynz@xtra.co.nz
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A DIRECTORY OF FRENCH 
POULTRY BREEDS

For details of the book and purchase 
contact: arnaudasselin45@gmail.com

by Arnuad Asselin

$NZ 57.50
includes 
Postage

When you collect the eggs do you ever study 
them closely? Often it is just a matter of count-

ing them; there are, however, many lessons you can 
learn from the eggs which your fowls lay.
In the first place most of us are often uncertain of 
the quantity of shell-forming material that he or she 
should have at their fowls’ disposal, like grit.  Al-
though this may be supplied in a dish or feeder, some 
scattered amongst the litter on a regular basis will 
prove beneficial and stimulating for the birds and 
some may also be sprinkled on a wet mash if that is 
supplied each day.
One can, of course, give too much, in which case all 
the eggs will have a surfeit of lime-spot on the shells. 
If only the eggs laid by one fowl are affected, that fowl 
is a glutton for the shell grit material and will need 
to be identified and penned separately and rationed 
accordingly.
Perhaps the novice is disappointed because some of 
their pullets are laying pale-coloured eggs when they 
started off with rich brown shells. It must be remem-
bered, however, that pigment does deteriorate with 
time. Odd fowls retain the depth of shell colouring 
but not all. Deterioration is natural, not only in pig-
mentation but also in the texture of the shells.
If every egg has ridges on the shell, then the fowls 
are too fat. Nothing of a drastic nature should be 
done, which might put them off the lay, but more raw 
greenfeed should be included in their diet. Make the 

LEARN FROM THE EGG

A variety of egg coloursAuthor unknown
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POULTRY SHIELD
Multi-Purpose Cleaner, 

Sanitiser and Odour Neutraliser

• Keeps your chickens healthy and clean.
• For cleaning and sanitising all animal housing and equipment.
• Removes built up dirt, faecal and waxy deposits.
• For best results, use in conjunction with Poultrynz D.E.

5 Litre $1001Litre $30 
Courier not included

Poultrynz@xtra.co.nz

This egg is showing ridges in the shell

Poultry Leg
Cleaning Spray

• Cleans the areas 
where Scaly Leg 
Mites live and breed. 

• Saturate the a� ected 
areas on the birds 
legs.

• Repeat in 2-3 days.

Courier not included
Available from poultrynz@xtra.co.nz

500ml - $20
125ml - $9

mash bulkier for a short time and the shell texture 
will almost certainly improve. If only the eggs of one 
fowl are affected, that fowl should be taken from the 
flock for special feeding and placed back with the 
others “after meals”.
When the eggs are rough and porus at the ends, they 
will soon become shell-less, so that action should be 
taken when ridges first appear.
There is invariably a streak of blood on the shell of 
the first egg laid by a pullet; this may be true also of 
the first egg laid by some hens after the moult. At 
other times the layer of such an egg should be exam-
ined as there may be indications of prolapse or some 
sort of vent disorder.
In the summer months eggs will drop in size which 
is to be expected, however at other times the cause 
may be an internally overfat condition. If the yolks 
are pale, you will need to increase the raw greenfeed 
and add a little raw carrot to the mash or even some 
corn but be careful not to overdo this in summer as 
it heats the fowls internally which is not required 
in summer. If there are blood spots on the eggs you 
may be giving too much protein such as meatmeal or 
meat scraps and hence this will need to be modified 
accordingly.
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WORMS THRIVE IN A DAMP RUN

Where they are 
kept in contact 

with the ground poultry 
generally contract a few 
worms and may become 
infested. Under certain 
conditions worm infes-
tation can attain massive 
proportions and poultry 
performance suffers. 
The adult roundworm is 
a large yellowish-white 
worm measuring up to 
four inches in length and 
lives mainly in the small 
intestine of poultry. Ma-
ture worms lay many eggs 
which are passed out of 
the bird in the droppings. 
Outside the bird the egg 
undergoes a change and 
produces a larvae within 
the egg. In this state the 
worm can stay dormant for many months under 
cool, damp conditions.
Birds ingest these worm larvae as they eat or 
scratch around. Once inside the bird the larvae 
eggs hatch and after 10 days the larvae bore into 
the wall of the intestine. Here further develop-
ment takes place for a week or so and then the 
larvae re-enter the intestine where they develop 
into mature worms over the next few weeks. Dur-
ing the period when they bore into the intestinal 
wall there is considerable damage done to this or-
gan which may affect the bird for life. The dam-
age interferes with the passage of food nutrients 
through the wall of the intestine and this tends to 
starve the bird. Mature worms utilize nutrients in 
the intestine which were supplied by the feed for 
the birds.
As a result of worm infestation there can be poor 
development of growing birds with severe de-
lays in maturity, loss of egg production and poor 
condition, Even worse is the fact that the birds’ 
resistance to other diseases is lowered markedly. 
Worms can be treated by using drugs which are 
very effective in clearing out the intestine.
However, if the ground is grossly contaminated 
with worm eggs the treated birds immediately 

Author Unknown

The anatomy of a hen

NZ POULTRY STANDARDS

$70
+$10.00 postage

Hardback 310 pages

Ringbinder 310 pages

The defi nitive guide to 
standards for judging 
and showing poultry in 
New Zealand

poultrynz@xtra.co.nz
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become re-infested and trouble continues. Small 
damp runs attached to many small poultry sheds 
are a main cause of worm problems in poultry. 
On the other hand where the birds are kept in a 
shed and confined to a good bed of friable dry 

litter there is usually little trouble with worms. 
This is because the dry, warm nature of the litter 
is harmful to worm eggs and the ammonia gen-
erated by the droppings has a sterilising effect. 
Even litter can fail to prevent worms by breaking 
down due to overcrowding with birds or damp 
cold patches due to faulty waterers, poor drain-
age or a leaky roof. Where poultry are treated for 
worms they should then be kept shut in on fresh 
litter.
Treatment should be repeated in about two weeks 
to clear the bird of the immature worms present 
during the first treatment. It proprietary feeds are 
used it is also possible to buy feed with deworm-
ing drugs already included. The manufacturer’s 
directions should be carefully followed with all 
deworming drugs and feeds.  

Worms in Fowl droppings

$20
+ $6 postage

(Rural Delivery $10)

COMB DRESSING

Show o�  
your birds 

at their 
best.

A soft polish 
to improve 
the look of 

combs, face, 
lobes and 

wattles. 

poultrynz@xtra.co.nz

250 mls

Food grade
For residual red mite control
Best used with Poultry Shield

Suitable for all animals
DIATOMACEOUS EARTH

Poultry D.E.

300g Pu� er  $16.00
1 kg  $20.00
2 kg  $35.00

4 kg bucket  $70.00
8 kg  $120.00

Courier not included
poultrynz@xtra.co.nz


